monastery,  so  that very  shortly  lie gathered  a number of converts about him.
This was the foundation at the Augustinian order, the cradle of the monasticism of the west. Not that Augustine hud any idea of founding what we now cull an l order' or ;i peculiar institution. It was not until 1246 that the scattered communities of { Augustinians ' were gathered into a fully organised body under n general. But in the meantime the 'rule of St. Augustine' had inspired the great order from which so many others descended. The Donatists in later years accused Augustine of being the founder of monasticism in Africa ; I say ' accused,* because it \v;is not many years before Africa was overrun by a vagabond tribe of hypocrites and ftihh-ttnts, whom Augustine himself was frequently forced to attack. Augustine was not, however, the parent of the idea, as we have seen. It had been introduced into tin-west by the Egyptian monks who accompanied Athanasius, and had been zealously propagated by Jerome, who sent fiery letters and eloquent liven of the hermits from his own retreat. It wan in Italy that Augustine, learned the idea ; though, it will be remembered, he had always shown a leaning to the cenobilic model.operty, except this house, and thus endowed his usually given is far less impres-
